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Primarysin

Letter to Teachers and Youth Leaders

Dear Teachers and Youth Leaders,
Threshold is a novel for our time and place. It is a story about family,
community, and the living world around us. The story supposes climate change is
happening in Tucson, Arizona. The question the book asks readers is, “Will we be
ready?”
Three youths, each with a heritage representative of Tucson’s multicultural
history, and each with unique personal circumstances, offer hope for the future:
Daniel, Enrique, and Luna. While adults may struggle around them, these young
people find their way forward in the challenges climate change brings to their city.
Another character is the Sonoran Desert itself, its seasons, wildlife and uniquely
adapted vegetation, and its deep natural and cultural history. Nature is embodied in
Duma, a jaguar who wanders north of the U.S. - Mexico border on his natural range.
Animals at the Desert Museum are also part of the story. The message is: a
community is made up of people, wildlife, land, water, and climate whose fates are
intertwined.
Threshold offers students numerous themes for pursuing topics in science, social
studies, and language arts. An 8th – 12th grade standards articulation and discussion
guide are enclosed to help you with lesson plans and projects.
Enjoy the story and if you feel moved to do so, I would love your feedback. Please
contact me if you have a question or need assistance.
Sincerely,

Susan Feathers
520-400-4117
susanleefeathers@gmail.com
walkearth.org

READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE FOR USE WITH THRESHOLD
GRADES 9-10
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is
9-10.Rl.2
9-10.RL.3

shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
9-10.RL.3
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a
formal or informal tone).
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g.,
9-10.RL.5
pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.
INTEGRATION OF IDEAS AND KNOWLEDGE
Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid
9-10.RL.9
or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide
9-10.RL.6
reading of world literature.

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY
9-10.RL.10 - By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
10.RL.10 - By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity
band independently and proficiently.

GRADES 11-12
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how
11-12.RL.3
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact
11-12.RL.4
11-12.RL.5

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. (11-12.RL.5)

WRITING STANDARDS
GRADES 9-12
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
9-10.W.9
a.

11-12.W.9

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]").
Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning").
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and earlytwentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar
themes or topics").
Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]").

RANGE OF READING
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
9-10.W.10
11-12.W.10

two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS FOR USE WITH THRESHOLD
GRADES 9-12
COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on
9-10.SL.1
grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and
presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas;
actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

9-10.SL.2
11-12.SL.1

11-12.SL.2

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish
individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range
of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete
the task.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the
data.

PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning
9-10.SL.4
9-10.SL.5
9-10.SL.6
11-12.SL.4
11-12.SL.5
11-12.SL.6

and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9–
10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to
purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
5. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See
grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

SCIENCE STANDARDS
STRAND 1: INQUIRY PROCESS

Concept 1: Observations, Questions, and Hypotheses
Formulate predictions, questions, or hypotheses based on observations. Evaluate appropriate resources.
PO 1.

Evaluate scientific information for relevance to a given problem. (See R09-S3C1, R10-S3C1, R11-S3C1, and R12-S3C1)

Concept 2: Scientific Testing (Investigating and Modeling)
Design and conduct controlled investigations.
PO 2. Identify the resources needed to conduct an investigation.
STRAND 3: SCIENCE IN SOCIAL AND PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES

Concept 1: Changes in Environments
Describe the interactions between human populations, natural hazards, and the environment.
PO 1. Evaluate how the processes of natural ecosystems affect, and are affected by, humans
Describe the environmental effects of the following natural and/or human-caused hazards:
PO 2
•
•
•
•
•
•

flooding
drought
earthquakes
fires
pollution
extreme weather

Concept 2: Science and Technology in Society
Develop viable solutions to a need or problem.
PO 1. Analyze the costs, benefits, and risks of various ways of dealing with the following needs or problems:
•
•
•
•
•

various forms of alternative energy
storage of nuclear waste
abandoned mines
greenhouse gases
hazardous wastes

PO 2.

Recognize the importance of basing arguments on a thorough understanding of the core concepts and principles of science and
technology.

PO 4.

Analyze the use of renewable and nonrenewable resources in Arizona:
• water
• land

• soil
• minerals
• air

STRAND 4: LIFE SCIENCE

Concept 3: Interdependence of Organisms.
Analyze the relationships among various organisms and their environment.
PO 1. Identify the relationships among organisms within populations, communities, ecosystems, and biomes.

Concept 4: Biological Evolution
Understand the scientific principles and processes involved in biological evolution
PO 4. Predict how a change in an environmental factor (e.g., rainfall, habitat loss, non-native species) can affect the number and diversity of
species in an ecosystem.

Concept 5: Matter, Energy, and Organization in Living Systems (Including Human Systems)
Understand the organization of living systems, and the role of energy within those systems.
PO 3. Diagram the following biogeochemical cycles in an ecosystem:
• water
• carbon

PO 4.

Diagram the energy flow in an ecosystem through a food chain

Concept 3: Conservation of Energy and Increase in Disorder
Understand ways that energy is conserved, stored, and transferred.
PO 6. Distinguish between heat and temperature
STRAND 6: EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE

Concept 1: Geochemical Cycles
Analyze the interactions between the Earth’s structures, atmosphere, and geochemical cycles
PO 1. Identify ways materials are cycled within the Earth system (i.e., carbon cycle, water cycle, rock cycle).
PO 5.

Describe factors that impact current and future water quantity and quality including surface, ground, and local water issues.

PO 6.

Analyze methods of reclamation and conservation of water.

Concept 2: Energy in the Earth System (Both Internal and External)
Understand the relationships between the Earth’s land masses, oceans, and atmosphere
PO 2. Explain the mechanisms of heat transfer (convection, conduction, radiation) among the atmosphere, land masses, and oceans.

PO 3.

Distinguish between weather and climate.

PO 9.

External Energy:
Explain the effect of heat transfer on climate and weather.

PO 17. Investigate the effects of acid rain, smoke, volcanic dust, urban development, and greenhouse gases, on climate change over various
periods of time.

PROJECT IDEAS TO USE WITH THRESHOLD

CONTRIBUTED BY SHELLEY KRAUSE –Teacher in the Tucson Unified SD

RESEARCH/SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECTS
Threshold Connections: Enrique Santos/ Daniel Flanagan/Duma Stories
Research a Topic from the Novel:
Drought and Regional Water Management/Energy Security for Everyone; Public Health and
Safety in Extreme Heat; Conserving Biodiversity; Growing Food in a Hot, Dry Time; Cultural
Histories of Tucson, Arizona as a Source of Wisdom for Decision-Making in the Present;
Conserving Biodiversity; U.S.-Mexico Border: Human and Wildlife Dimensions.
Develop a Plan for the Community:
Develop a presentation or marketing strategy for presenting the research or social justice topic to
your community. Use any means available to you. Knowing your family, neighbors, city, what
methods of communication would be meaningful to them? What would be the key messages that
you want them to take away from the presentation?
ENGLISH/LITERATURE CONNECTIONS
Threshold Connections: Luna Lopez Story
Folk Tales and the Power of Story Telling
Discuss Luna’s dreams and the stories her relatives tell her. Research storytelling and folklore in
your own cultural and family traditions.
Write an original folktale.
Creative Writing
Envision a potential threat to your future, then write a short story about what happens to the world
when that threat comes true. (Life without cell phones - the horror! The horror!)
Pros and Cons of New Technologies
Using the lack of water and the power outages referenced in the book, research a technological
advancement. Draft a "position" paper on what kind of policies the government should implement
regarding this new technology. Debate one policy over the other (using topics in the book).
Write a Book Review of Threshold
Develop a press release, a video review, or other method to share the review (book club,
newspaper, blog, FB, Instagram, Pinterest, etc.)

Contact the Author: Susan Feathers, susanleefeathers@gmail.com,
https://www.facebook.com/SusanLeeFeathers/, walkearth.org, 520-400-4117

THRESHOLD
Book Club
Discussion Questions
Susan Feathers

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Threshold contains themes and characters that are intended to
evoke conversations about the role of place in forming the character
and destiny of people, plants, and animals. Climate change is
altering the landscape under our feet. What does that mean for each
community of people that inhabits a place, a region, or a country?
Use any of the questions below to spark a discussion with your
book club, classroom, or community reading group and facilitate
the exploration of thoughts and the sharing of ideas with each other.
DUMA, THE GHOST CAT
By including an animal character, the story is broadened to
encompass the natural world and other perspectives about events
and circumstances.
1. In what ways did Duma’s story contribute to the
overall story and your understanding of the region?
Why do you think the author included the jaguar?
How does the author weave Duma’s story into the
other characters’ narratives?

2. How do attitudes and regulations about threatened or
endangered species differ among countries, regions,
and/or people? What particular issues did the story
explore regarding the fate of wild animals in human
settlements? About captive animals and the role of
zoos?

2

3. How do you think climate change might alter attitudes
and regulations regarding the fates of animals?

LUIS AND KIM
In Chapter 2 the reader learns about the condition of Sonoran
Desert plants and animals, and the role of the natural history museum
in encouraging the public to conserve the biodiversity of the desert.
1. What are Luis and Kim’s concerns?

2. What is the tension that zoo scientists and educators
have to balance?

3. If you were in Luis and Kim’s position, what would
you have done to protect Duma? The museum’s
animals? What are the problems with releasing
captive animals?

4. Is your local zoo or aquarium making plans for
climate change?

5. Some zoos have made the decision not to replace
endangered megafauna like lions or elephants, but
to allow such animals in their displays to pass away
naturally without being replaced with others. What
do you think about that?

3

CARLA AND ED
These two characters begin as polar opposites in their attitudes
and beliefs about climate change.
1. How do they change as the story progresses?

2. Are they believable characters or not? What makes
you think so?

3. Can people change rapidly? Why or why not? What
forces acted upon Carla and Ed that might have led
to their radical actions?

4. What were Carla’s concerns about her pregnancy?

DOLORES AND ROBERTO
Dolores and Roberto return to Tucson, their birthplace.
1. What are the reasons for their return to Tucson? How
do they think about community, and what cultural
traditions do they draw upon?

2. Dolores is a rare kind of teacher. What makes her so?
Have you had a rare teacher?

4

3. What did you learn about Tucson’s history and
culture through these characters?

DANIEL, ENRIQUE, AND LUNA
As climate change alters landscapes, the human community will
have to adapt and make critical decisions that will affect generations
to come. Daniel, Enrique, and Luna are teenagers who each face
particular challenges.
1. How does the quote from Albert Schweitzer at the
beginning of the book inform you about the author’s
intent in creating these characters? What do you
think the author was saying through them?

2. How are the circumstances for each teen different
from those of the others? How are they similar?

3. How do the adults in each teen’s life help him or her
mature? How do they hinder maturation?

4. Each teen is dealing with loss. Can you describe
these losses? How are all of us dealing with loss in
relation to climate change?

5. In Threshold, each child is assisted through certain
kinds of ceremonies. What are they? What is the role
of ceremony in meeting the challenges of life?
5

SONYA, SAMANTHA, AND BOB
Nogales and Tucson—and the Tohono O’odham Nation—are
subject to the crimes of the cartels and Mexican mafia at the border
between Mexico and the United States. The desire for drugs in the
United States continues to fuel the fires of the dark world that the
author sketches in Threshold. Not only animals get caught up in
border conflict, but children and families as well. It is an ongoing
tragedy in which both countries and their citizens are complicit.
1. What circumstances and forces form Sonya’s
character and career choice? Would you respond to
them as Sonya did? Why or why not?

2. Rape is a common war crime across the world, and
in times past, when women were considered little
more than chattel, it was commonly accepted. Today
it is used as a form of intimidation. How does this
problem affect your state, your community?

3. Sonya and Sam form a partnership early in their
friendship to fight sex crimes against children and
women. What examples of similar leadership do you
have in your community?

THE COMMUNITY
The author has strong views about the potential of community
to solve problems.
1. What are some examples of these views in the story?

6

2. How does the author regard government? Give
some examples. Does this viewpoint resonate with
the current national mood or not? In what ways can
government play a key role in protecting the rights
and welfare of communities?

THE LAND ETHIC
Aldo Leopold, regarded one of America’s most important
conservation leaders, believed that the idea of community must
extend to include the plants, animals, soil, waters—collectively, the
land—in places where people live.
1. In what ways are people and the land where they live
connected? Give examples from Threshold. How
does the condition of each influence the other? Give
some examples from your own community or region.

2. Leopold wrote that people must learn to “live on
a piece of land without ruining it.” What are some
ways that people can learn to do that? Give a few
examples from Threshold of instances in which
characters think or act in ways that relate to land.

GENERAL QUESTIONS
1. Do you feel that this book changed your views on
climate change? Why or why not? Pick a scene in
which you would have acted differently than one of
the characters.

7

2. If you could change something about this book, what
would it be and why?

3. In chapter 4, as Sonya reflects on the plight of illegal
immigrants struggling in this country for economic
freedom, she thinks that El Norte (the US) is no El
Dorado. What seems most true to you?

OTHER RESOURCES TO EXPLORE
The author’s website, www.walkearth.org, includes links to sites
and organizations whose subjects and mission relate to Threshold’s
themes and characters. Questions and/or comments for the author
can be submitted on the same site.
Join a discussion about the Land Ethic—developed by Aldo
Leopold in the early 20th century and even more relevant today.
Submit ideas for a sequel—say, something that takes place twenty
years later. What will happen to the characters? To the community?
What new technologies, and/or human practices and policies, might
define the experience of people and animals living then?

8

THRESHOLD
SUSAN FEATHERS
It is the eve of All Soul’s celebration
and honoring of the departed. . .
Available at
Amazon, Barnes and
Noble, iBooks, Kobo
and other leading
booksellers

In the darkness of a moonless night, the ghost cat creeps across the U.S.–Mexico
border and through a farmer's field just as a small child wanders into its path.
Not far away, Sonya Morales, a border agent, struggles to escape from her drug
cartel kidnappers. In Tucson, Arizona, confronted by crisis in their own world—
climate scientists, politicians and residents face the biggest challenge man can
encounter—no water, anywhere. In the city’s barrios, families and community
leaders band together as they face unbearable heat and the crushing weight
of the gangs that intimidate them. Amidst the turmoil, three teens navigate
adolescence to become leaders in a new world. With shifting sand underfoot,
characters follow their intuition and learn new skills as they chart a way into a
viable future. ‘Threshold’ will make you think while it celebrates the enduring
nature of communities as they search for what is lasting and true.
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